
University of Warwick Fencing Club  
Meeting Minutes 

04/01/2022, 17:05-18:05 

Attendees: John, Anne, Evan, Campbell, Tomasz, Sophie, Amira 
Guest: Conor (head coach) 
Absent: Ben 

1. Sabre Novices 

 Evan will let WS know that we would like to take their offered date, 13th 
of February (08.00-18.00) for our Sabre Novice Competition.  
 Need to start advertising as soon as possible - once everything is 
confirmed. 
 Anne must get in contact with Birmingham to let them know about 
when our tournament is going to take place, to hopefully avoid clash with the 
one organized by them. 
 Campbell is expected to run this tournament and adjust all the 
documentation from the National Novices Competition. 
 
2. Satisfaction survey 
 

➢ Overall, it seems like novices want more in-club competitions, more 
opportunities to fence on pistes. 

➢ On the other hand, experienced fencers want more coaching. 
o Might be worth offering experienced fencers to join beginners to 

improve on their basic skills. 
o Hold off inviting novices to experienced sessions, as there needs to 

be some time where the coaches can focus on experienced fencers. 
o Introduce the whiteboard for lessons. 
o Idea of mentoring: when novices come into experienced sessions 

eventually, give them a mentor 
▪ May end up pushing into a weapon. 
▪ Experienced fencers might not feel comfortable 

mentoring/want to focus on themselves. 
▪ Would be a good way to mitigate the awkwardness 

between the two groups. 
➢ There is some interest in trying epee from the novices – Conor is trying to 

look into coaches in epee. 
o No epee before the Sabre Novices. 
o Conor’s priority now is Sabre Novices. 

➢ There is an upcoming coach training, John would like to get at least 3 
people to do it – this might help with the idea of mentoring. 

➢ Beginner sessions will be split into foil and sabre – since we have both 
Evan and Conor (possibly John as well) can do as 2 groups. 

➢ There is still an issue with the boxes. 



o John will go through spools at the start of the term, then start 
working on epees. 

o We lost 1 spool at Novices, and there are 1 or 2 that might have an 
issue -> fixable but time consuming and often quite dangerous. 

o Currently we have 3 blue boxes, little box, big box and 2 wireless. 
However, of the blue boxes 1 is unfixable and another is broken. 1 
of the wireless boxes is not working either. 

o We would like to purchase at least 1, maybe 2 boxes; smartboxes 
would be John’s choice. 

o Tomasz, Evan and John need to discuss what the club needs and 
what we can afford. 

o John is thinking of an armoury course together with Nick, if he gets 
elected as an armourer. 

o Armoury is a nationwide issue -> if we get Open running, make it 
an armoured event and in future make it as an armoury training 
event. 

 
3. Kit wash 
 
 Need to ideally do before the Monday session – Evan, Amira can make it 
on Sunday afternoon, John has weekend flexible. 
 
4. Taster Sessions 
 
 It should be okay for the first week of the term, however starting from week 
2 Conor wants to give more focus to novices who have been here since term 1 to 
prepare them for Sabre Novices. 
 Will need to decide who is coaching whom and need a plan if either Evan 
or Conor cannot make it – John might be able to help. 
 Won’t publicise too much, Anne will reopen prospective members list for 
the beginning of the term. 
 
5. Treasury 
 
 Hold off on termly tickets, since might be unsafe with the current Covid 
situation. 
 Online fee increased to £3.10. 
 
6. Survey 
 
 John will make a Google doc for everyone to fill in and then submit it. 
 


